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This final episode continues to describe the activities we will 
encounter at MWANDI MISSION.  There is so much to tell and so 
little space.  I encourage you to daily engage with us on our blog 
site:   http://tiatoday.wordpress.com/.  You might consider making 
a shortcut for the blog on your desktop.  Please continue to lift our 
entire team up in prayer as we finalize our preparations, both 

physically and spiritually – Leah, Rebecca, Thomas, Bill, 
Shirley, Ray, Anne, Mike and Eric.   
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outside in an outdoor kitchen or by patients’ families.  Families 
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in the open while they wait for proper care, doctors or for healing.  
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answer to much prayer from Hickory, NC with, among other 
things, parts for prostheses, medical equipment and school 
supplies while a medical team from Hickory was present.  Please 
be in prayer that the Lord may use our church and community 
to bring relief. 

Other related HEALTH CARE ministries include: 1) The AIDS 
Relief Program which is working well with its new VCT 
(Voluntary Testing & Counseling) strategy - widening this 
service and making it available at public gatherings, the fishing 
camps, Church meetings, an after-dark/closing-time service and 
even a door-to-door and whole family service.  Keep in mind 
that 1 in 3 people in Mwandi are estimated to be HIV/AIDS 
positive vs. 1 in 5 for Zambia.  2) There is a milk formula 
program currently serving 40 HIV exposed babies.  In the early 

mornings at Simba House, we will see mothers participating in this program come to pick up the milk 
powder with their babies strapped to themselves with 
the traditional chitanga cloth.  Either Keith or Ida 
Waddell, the Mission directors, has to place an order 
and drive to Livingstone to pick up the formula; 
sometimes when they order, there is no formula 
available in the country, leaving the babies and milk 
formula mothers without.  For your information, 
Keith and Ida, have a wonderful blog site filled with 
stories, history and language lessons and day-to-day 
updates that you may find interesting to understand 
the culture and operations of a mission:  
http://idaandkeith.blogspot.com/. 

Kandiana – 

Kandiana is the “old folk’s” home built on the site of Mwandi Mission.  
Most of the elderly in Zambia are looked after by their family, but there are 
a few who have out-lived 
have been excommunicated
with their family for some 
residents of Kandiana have 
hospital, which they sometimes
fishing.  I love going there.
work or witnessing so much
to go by and see 

alive.  Yes, you also see pain, loneliness and sorrow in
mixed with those emotions are laughing, singing and

their family due to AIDS, 
 or are unable to stay 
other reason.  The 16 

their food cooked by the 
 supplement by 

  At the end of a day of 
 suffering, it is a pleasure 

the joy these survivors have at being 
 their wrinkled faces but 

 dancing!  Kandiana is also 

http://idaandkeith.blogspot.com/


funded by a Government Grant that Keith and Ida administer and gifts 
from other donors. Keith plants a garden at Kandiana with maize and 
soy beans for the residents to tend and use for foo
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to?  Time in Africa doesn’t have the same meaning or value as it does to our 
culture where time equals $$$.   What can we accomplish with 34 more years?  
As Christians the real question for us is, what would you and I have done 
differently if we knew we had a life expectancy of 42 years?   Would we have 
served the Lord differently?  Would we have treated our loved ones differently?  
The questions go on and on… 

Education – 

Education in Zambia is provided at three levels: Primary (years 1 to 7), 
Junior Secondary (years 8 to 9) and Upper Secondary (years 10 to 12).  
Some schools provide a "basic" education covering years 1 to 9, as year 9 
is considered to be a decent level of education for the majority of 
children.  However, tuition is only free up to year 7 and most children 
drop out after year 7 when fees must be paid.  Both government and 
private schools exist in Zambia.  The OVC (described in Episode Five) 
has a weekday morning Preschool for the orphans and vulnerable 
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(UNZA) and the Copperbelt University (CBU).  Normally both select students on the basis of ability 
but competition for acceptance is intense.  The introduction of fees in the late 1990s has made 
university level education inaccessible for most, although the government does provide state 
bursaries.   Keith Waddell is a teacher at the Mission UCZ Basic School and also in charge of the 
construction of a new classroom block.  He is a strong advocate for education in Lusaka dealing with 
the Zambian Education Secretary and the Provincial Education Officer and is trying to extend the 
school through high school.  Currently there are around 900 students and 25 teachers.  Three 
students share each textbook which is a good ratio for Zambia. 

Church -  

The United Church of Zambia is a union of Presbyterian, 
Congregational, Methodist and French Protestant 
denominations which has been running since 1884. The 
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students in Disciple Making.  These students are of various ages enrolled in four months of Christian 
leadership training starting in May with a 2010 youth theme of “NO 
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different culture in God’s creation.   Our team
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His love, mercy and grace.  Perhaps a few of the 
people we come into contact with will 
experience Jesus Christ though the Holy Spirit at 
work in us!   I know that we will be changed 
when you see us again! 

Amen 

 


